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employees

worldwide

years old offices worldwide visitors per day

to degruyter.com
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1st OA book

published

Acquisition of 

OA publisher

Versita

Over 1000 OA books on

degruyter.com

De Gruyter converts

subscription journals

to OA for first time

Launch of 1st 

OA HSS journal
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 The name of the author/copyright owner must be mentioned in the 

manner requested by the author/copyright owner

 As above, plus the publication and its content may not be used in its 

open access format for commercial purposes.

 Plus, the publication and its content may not be edited, modified, or 

otherwise changed
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De Gruyter

 Growth of open access books on 

degruyter.com

 De Gruyter is the largest independant publisher 

of OA books according to the DOAB
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AUTHOR PAYMENT

author, funder or institution pays fee to 

publisher

CROSS SUBSIDY PUBLISHING

subsidy received from institution or other 

activity to fund publication

FREEMIUM

publisher releases basic version for free 

author pays for ‘full’ version

EMBARGO

book released after pre-determined period 

usually without any fees

CROWD FUNDED

‘crowd’ shares costs to fund publication

LIBRARY FUNDED

libraries share costs across consortia to fund 

publication
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Subscription Journals 

with Hybrid OA

340

 Authors can publish open access across the entire journal portfolio – regardless of journal business model

 Around 600 OA journals on degruyter.com, of which 100 are owned and managed by De Gruyter

 This includes 20 broad scope journals across HSS and STM covering entire subject areas

Pure OA Journals

100

Subsidized OA Journals

500

De Gruyter – SKS – Focus on Open Science



 100 pure OA journals, including 20 broad scope journals across HSS and STM covering entire 

subject areas

2017 IF = 6.014 2017 IF = 1.425 2017 IF = 0.831 2017 IF = 0.833
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 De Gruyter first transformed journals from subscription to OA in 2015 – across 10 subject areas

 Experience varies across different subject communities

Case Study: Open Mathematics (previously: 

Central European Journal of Mathematics)

• Drop in submissions after introduction of APC 

in 2015, but now submissions and articles 

published increasing

• Strong backlash against OA from original 

Editors and Editorial Advisory Board

• Change in article submission – from different 

countries

• Impact on rejection rate and impact factor
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 Agreements with consortia to ensure APC for 

hybrid journals are offset against subscription 

spend

 In Switzerland, UK, Netherlands, Sweden, 

Hungary and Qatar, others in negotiation 

 Adaptable to meet the different requirements 

of consortia

 Complexity in supporting contracts with 

different requirements and workflows

 New institutional membership model includes 

discounts on both pure and hybrid APCs
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 Different routes

 Gold OA

 Green OA

 Library-funded

 Cross-subsidy

 Support for funding

 OA Funding Resources

 Institutional Memberships

 Waivers for Authors
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