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What Matters Most in Discovery?

Options for 

Authentication & 

Linking to Full Text

Level of Integration 

& Customization

Quality, Depth & 

Breadth of the Data 

Being Searched

Qualifications of 

& Commitment by 

Service Staff

Sophistication of the 

Engine Doing the 

Searching

Intuitiveness 

& Features 

of the Interface
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Quality, Depth & 

Breadth of the Data 

Being Searched
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Full-Text Searching, Subject Indexes & Precision

• Full-text searching is useful for completeness, 

and EDS contains more full-text academic materials 

than any other discovery service

• However, precision is paramount when users are retrieving 

thousands or millions of articles and books

• Subject indexing can allow a sophisticated search engine 

to provide better matches at the top of the result list 

• Other discovery services are focused far more on 

article title searching and full-text searching
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“Abstracting and indexing (A&I) services…are based on 

proprietary information—structured discipline-specific vocabularies 

…and other elements that provide great value to the discovery 

process.  They offer precise search tools that aid researchers 

in finding scholarly articles.”

Marshall Breeding, 

NISO White Paper, 2015

The Importance of Metadata
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Mapping: Thesauri and Controlled Vocabularies

• Subject indexes contain highly detailed thesauri or 

controlled vocabularies, which link concepts with 

different terminology

• EDS includes complex mapping technology 

to leverage and connect all of these thesauri

and controlled vocabularies
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Example #1 of Mapping in Action

learning aids

• learning aids maps to:

− educational media (ERIC)

− educational resources (GeoRef)

− instructional materials (MLA International Bibliography)

− instructional media (PsycINFO)

− teaching aids & devices (Education Abstracts, Education Source)

− teaching materials (MeSH/MEDLINE/PubMed, CINAHL)

• Users may revert back to original terms only, but user research 

shows that users prefer the results fine-tuned by mapping
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EDS has sophisticated subject mapping

975 results -

including current, 

relevant articles 

at the top of 

the result list
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Subject index providers go to great lengths to 

create high-quality content and do NOT typically 

provide metadata to services that do not properly 

leverage their indexing and controlled vocabularies
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Current institutional subscribers to ATLA 

subscription database content via the 

EBSCOhost platform (i.e., ATLA Religion 

Database®, ATLASerials®, ATLA Catholic 

Periodical and Literature Index®, Old 

Testament Abstracts, and New Testament 

Abstracts), who also purchase EBSCO 

Discovery Service (EDS), can search ATLA 

content through EDS. ATLA's proprietary 

subscription database content is not available 

via any other arrangement at this time.”ATLA Religion Database 

Participation in Discovery Services

https://www.atla.com/products/support/Product-Support-

FAQs/Pages/ATLA-position-on-discovery-services.aspx

“
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Those Unique or Shared in EDS (for mutual customers)

• American Chemical Society (SciFinder, Chem Abs)

• American Economic Association (EconLit)

• American Geosciences Institute (GeoRef)

• American Mathematical Society (MathSciNet)

• American Psychological Association (PsycINFO)

• American Statistical Assn (Current Index to Statistics)

• American Theological Library Association (ATLA, etc.)

• APC (Alternative Press Index)

• Assn for Asian Studies (Bibliography of Asian Studies)

• Assn of Christian Librarians (Christian Periodical Index)

• Behavioral Measurement Database Services (HaPI)

• Brepols Publishers (IMB, L’Annee Philologique, etc.)

• Brill Academic Publishers (Index Islamicus)

• British Library (AMED)

• Buros Center (MMY, TiP)

• CABI (CAB Abstracts, Global Health, etc.)

• Cinahl Information Systems (CINAHL)

• Clarivate (BIOSIS Previews, Zoological Abstracts)

• Columbia (Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals)

• EBSCO (H.W. Wilson, Historical Abs, SPORTDiscus etc.)

• Elsevier (Compendex, EMBASE, GEOBASE)

• Education Resources Information Center (ERIC)

• Harvard (Anthropological Literature)

• IET (Inspec)

• IFIS (Food Science & Technology Abstracts)

• Index to Jewish Periodicals (IJP)

• INION (Russian Academy of Sciences Bibliographies)

• INST-CNRS (FRANCIS, PASCAL)

• IPSA (International Political Science Abstracts)

• Leibniz-Zentrum für Psychologische Info (PSYNDEX)

• Library of Congress (MCLC)

• Mary M. Schmidt (Index to 19th-Century AAP) 

• Modern Language Association  (MLA Int’l Bibliography)

• Music Library Association (Index to Printed Music)

• National Agricultural Library (AGRICOLA)

• National Assn of Social Workers (Social Work Abstracts)

• National Library of Medicine (PubMed/MEDLINE)

• National Technical Information Service (NTIS)

• NISC South Africa (Africa-Wide Information, etc.)

• Philosopher’s Information Center (Philosophers Index)

• ProQuest (Sociological Abstracts, etc.)

• Répertoire International de Littérature Musicale (RILM)

• Répertoire International de la Presse Musicale (RIPM)

• Répertoire International des Sources Musicale (RISM)

• Royal Anthropological Institute (Anthropological Index)

• Royal Society of Chemistry (Analytical Abstracts)

• Science Society, et al (History of STM)

• Smithers Information Limited (Polymer Library)

• UCLA (Hispanic American Periodicals Index)

• University of California, Berkeley (Chicano Database)

• University of Illinois (ABSEES)

• University of Toronto (Iter Bibliography)

• University of Tulsa (Petroleum Abstracts)

• vLex (vLex Global, vLex Europe)

• William S. Hein & Co (HeinOnline)

• Wiley & Sons, Ltd. (Cochrane)
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Level of Integration 

& Customization
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Integration of the EBSCO Discovery Service with library 

information workflow

• Overal usage depends on how much the discovery service is 

integrated with other systems used at the library. Those factors 

are also:

− Customization of the Discovery Service

− Search box integration on the library website

− Holdings in Full Text Finder are up-to-date

− Full Text Finder integrated in other platforms used by your patrons
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Where do your patrons start their research...?
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Integration with Google Apps
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Save PDFs Externally
In the App Store now

• From the results list users can 

now save EBSCO PDFs in 

same location as their other 

important items already stored 

in Google Drive, Dropbox, 

Microsoft OneDrive, etc.

• Allows consolidation

• Collaborate with others on 

saved research materials via 

these systems
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Google Drive Integration
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What is Google Drive integration?

• Link will appear on full text page, and Detailed Record page

• User will be prompted for Google logins

• Exports PDF to folder created in Google Drive



|  discovery.ebsco.com21

Google Drive integration provides

• Streamlined access: easy to remember logins to Google

• Consolidates access to all of a user’s documents

• Collaborate with others on saved documents via Google

Coming in July 2017



|  discovery.ebsco.com22

Thank you.


